THE ASCENT OF ENGLAND (1815-48)
 (1)	She had to mould as far as possible, or accept where
moulding was beyond her powers, the new European settlement
in such a way as would be most to her advantage.   For it was
dear that the frontiers of Europe would not be restored to what
they had been before the French Revolution.
 (2)	She had after the settlement to follow a foreign policy
which would prevent any Power or group of Powers from being
strong enough to challenge her at sea.
 (3)	She had to deal with an Ireland which had been crushed
and the treatment of which was wholly at variance with the
whole of Western European feeling since the principles of
nationality and the French Revolution had spread.   In other
words, she had to see to it that Ireland, though it would certainly
be a material danger, should not be a moral danger.    It was
an Ireland then, be it remembered, the destruction of which
had not yet been accomplished; which had a population of more
than one-third of her own and rapidly rising to be half her own.
 (4)	Lastly she had to deal with a very heavy social strain at
home, because the period was one of deflation, because a chief
result of the war was exceedingly heavy taxation, because the
poor—deprived of their land in the country and their economic
independence in the new towns—had not yet acquired a habit
of submission,  and  because the  Industrial  Revolution was
making for class hatred.
There was therefore in these four aspects a period of bad
strain ahead—and it was to come to a head in the group of years
surrounding the year 1830. From the year 1828 onward to the
year 1834 we find placed the main events which, if they did not
end the strain to which England was subjected, at any rate
introduced a new period in which the burden was not so great.
The Settlement. First, then, as to the European settle-
ment. This, being made under the memory of the great French
military victories, was necessarily anti-French, and indirectly
favoured the Protestant as against the Catholic culture of Europe.
Thus the Lower Rhineland, which has Cologne for its principal
city and was one of the wealthiest of the German regions, though
Catholic was handed over to Protestant Prussia: and this was
the beginning of that modern expansion of Prussia which led
her at last to dominate two-thirds of the German race and so to
divide the Catholic Germans that throughout the century they
continuously declined in political weight. Next door to Rhenish
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